
Following the outstanding success of
Rylands of Brighton, Buxton Property
Development has, in consultation with
the City of Boroondara, commenced the
planning process for Rylands of Kew.
Located at the corner of Princess and
Malmsbury Streets Kew on the site
formerly occupied by St Josephs, the
new development will reflect the same 5-
star luxury retirement living and level of
service that have become the hallmarks
of Rylands of Brighton.

the new buildings designed
to provide a sympathetic
resolution to the surrounding
area. Buxton Property
Development plans to apply
to have the tower heritage
listed to preserve its
connection with Kew’s
history.

To be designed by
Melbourne architect Edgard
Pirrotta, the 70 spacious,
one and two-bedroom
apartments with open-plan
living, at Rylands of Kew will
provide residents with
complete flexibility. They will
be free to live their lives
entirely independently as
they have done in their
previous homes or opt for
the level of support that best
meets their individual
circumstances.

The Rylands brand offers
residents a high level of
security and an extensive
range of amenities including
an elegant restaurant where
they can entertain family and
friends, library, private dining
areas plus recreational and
supportive care facilities.

Outside, landscaped gardens
featuring open areas, shaded
seating areas and a
spectacular mix of
indigenous and exotic plant
species will provide a restful
garden environment for
residents to relax in.

The Rylands brand offers
residents a high level of
security and an extensive
range of amenities
including an elegant
restaurant, library, private
dining areas plus
recreational and
supportive care facilities.

The historical tower of the existing
building, which for many decades
housed the Missionary Sisters of Sacred
Heart nursing home, will be retained and
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Façade of Rylands Brighton Lounge at Rylands of Brighton

St. Josephs’ Tower – new home of Rylands, Kew

Rylands planned for Kew



Normally the activity slows in the
construction industry at the end of the
year but in 2003 we received numerous
enquiries in the weeks leading up to
Christmas. Perhaps the imminent annual
industry shut-down prompted the activity,
but I’m more inclined to think it was an
indication that the areas Buxton
Construction operates in will continue to
be buoyant throughout 2004. Although
there have been fairly widespread
predictions of an approaching slow-down
in the multi-dwelling apartment sector, I
am confident experienced developers with
a proven track record will continue to be
successful in coming years.

Last December, we hosted a function at
Moonah Links during the Australian Open
and it gave me a real sense of 
achievement to show our clients the
results of three years’ planning and
construction at the prestigious Mornington
Peninsula golf resort. Woodlands Way,
comprising four luxury dwellings, the
Moonah Links Hotel and Moonah Links
Clubhouse – which followed on from our

successful completion of the clubhouse at
Royal Melbourne Golf Club – were all built
by Buxton Construction and reflect the
quality that has become our hallmark.
During the function at Moonah Links we
received confirmation that Buxton
Construction had been awarded contracts
for a $10 million extension and 

refurbishment at the Churches of Christ
Community Care Oak Tower Retirement
Home at Oakleigh and a major refit of the
Alley Building in Flinders Lane. I assure you
that welcome news made it an even more
enjoyable afternoon for the Buxton team! 

But that’s all history and the team is back
in harness after a refreshing break, full of
enthusiasm for the many projects we have
scheduled for 2004. In an era when it is 

exceptionally difficult to find good people 
in the construction industry, I’m proud to
say we have a group of dedicated
professionals at Buxton whom I class as
the best in Melbourne. 
I believe the signs for the construction
industry are positive for 2004 and wish
everyone a successful year.

Clockwise from top: Royal Melbourne Clubhouse,
turning the sod at Oak Towers, Woodlands way
luxury dwelling and Moonah Links Clubhouse

Construction Comment
Andrew Briggs   Managing Director   Buxton Construction

Buxton
Group
The Buxton Group is a typical family
business that has successfully grown
over the years due to the hard work
and professional management of its
loyal team members, from our on-site
labour force, clerical staff and sales
staff through to middle and senior
management.
With this backing, we have the
capacity and resolve to continue the
healthy growth for the benefit and
security of not only the owners, but
for all Buxton Group employees.
To assist with our continued growth, I
am pleased to announce the
appointment of Nicholas Murdoch as
Chief Financial Officer for the group.
Nicholas, with his financial
management expertise, together with
the existing team, will greatly assist
the group’s further development and
allow us to create new markets and
opportunities. Our tradition is building
and property and, up until now, we
have been comfortable players in our
market but we recognised it was
essential to have a greater depth of
financial expertise in view of the
turnover the group experiences today.
Under our structure we operate with a
board comprised of seven members:
two Buxton family shareholders, three
independents and the respective
managing directors of the
construction and property divisions.
We are looking forward to an exciting
year for the group and I take this
opportunity to thank all those who
have supported us since we were
established in 1968.

Richard Buxton



Construction commenced in December
last year on a new two-storey building at
Mount Waverley Secondary College to
replace classrooms and other facilities
destroyed by a fierce blaze almost 12
months earlier. The new building
comprises 10 classrooms,
administration area, lockers
and student amenities block
on the ground floor, while
the second storey consists
of two wings incorporating
science and IT laboratories. 
Designed by Hayball
Leonard Stent Pty Ltd in
accordance with the
Department of Education
and Training’s building
quality standards, the new
wing features a concrete
slab, brick and block work
to the ground floor level and lightweight
metal cladding on the upper level. 
The $4.9 million project, also includes
extensions to two existing buildings and
construction of a new canteen and dining
facility for students.

practice with the capacity to handle a
wide range of design functions, however,
the company has tended to specialise in
four main areas:
• institutional – churches, nursing

homes, schools and highly technical
work for CSIRO
• large scale residential

including student
accommodation such as
The Graduate, a Buxton
Property Development
project close to Swinburne
University

• interiors – commercial and
retail

• China where the company
has enjoyed considerable
success with large-scale,
mixed-use developments
and resort-style, golf
course projects. 

Although Hayball Leonard Stent has an
office in Beijing its role is primarily
marketing and all design work is carried
out in Melbourne.

Hayball Leonard Stent supervising
architect Richard Ekberg said, “Our
company has been closely involved with
Buxton Group’s property development
division on the multi-storey Barrett
apartment project at Hawthorn but this is

the first time we have worked with
Buxton Construction and I’d have to say
we’ve been very impressed with their
professionalism.”
Established more than 20 years ago,
Hayball Leonard Stent is a medium-sized

According to Stephen Wood, head of the
Buxton sales team, current prices being
obtained for land at Moonah Links
indicate values have increased by up to
60 per cent during the last two and a half
years. To date 80 per cent of the
available land at this prestigious golfing
resort has been sold but there are
approximately 15 blocks for sale at
prices ranging from $258,000 to
$495,000.
There are building design covenants and
guidelines to ensure all homes built comply
with the highest standards and maintain
property values.

“On average, the prices are around
$350,000 for a building site overlooking
the golf course and height restrictions
ensure no one’s view is built out.”
Stephen Wood said.
Buxton has a small number of recently
completed homes for sale on the resort
from about $900,000. As well, there are
seven contemporary villas comprising
three bedrooms, two bathrooms and an
open-plan dining/living area. Situated on
the 18th fairway of The Legends Course,
these attractive villas – which are due for
completion towards the end of 2004 –
represent excellent value at $695,000 for

a single storey and $735,000 for a
double storey. 
Expressions of interest are being
accepted for the 52 one and two-
bedroom apartments in stage 2 of the
resort-style complex similar to the
existing one managed by Peppers
Retreats and Resorts at Moonah Links.
As with stage one, the second stage will
be managed on a lease-back
arrangement by Peppers and are
expected to return investors 6 per cent
per annum.

Stage one of Moonah Links Hotel apartments

Mt Waverley Secondary CollegeÕs new wing 

Rising from the Ashes

Moonah Links has Much to Offer


